[An epidemic of rotavirus infection in a nursing home for the elderly in Japan].
An outbreak of diarrheal disease in a Japanese home for aged is reported. Out of 202 residents, 47 cases complained of diarrhea (23.3%) during a month. Clinical symptom were diarrhea (100%) vomiting (40.4%) and fever (31.9%). Fecal examination of 9 cases revealed positive A-group rotavirus antigen. Bacterial and small round shaped virus infection was excluded. Examination of rotavirus antibody, CF titer was positive in about 50% in each age group but the titer decreased year by year. In Japan, rotavirus infection has been epidemic only in nursing home for baby and titer of antigen has been believed to be sustain by repeated provocation. However, Japanese situation is changing to be west Europe and north America.